Frederick “Tee” Keith Thomas
February 5, 1940 - May 27, 2020

Honoring The Life:
Thomas, Frederick Keith (aka Tee or Fred)
Passed away peacefully at home on May 27, 2020 after a surprisingly short bout with lung
cancer at the age 80.
Predeceased by his father Fred Smith Thomas, mother Rena Beatrice Rowell Dawkins
and his youngest brother Marlon Ray Thomas
Lovingly remembered by his wife Susan Robbins Thomas, daughter Deborah Thomas
Adkins (by his former wife, Betty Maddox Mitchell) and her husband Mark Adkins),
grandson Drayton Thomas Adkins, brother John Rowell Thomas
Interests:
*Began work at an early age and was proud that he always had a job in his 40+ working
years. He retired at age 57 from aluminum smelter Alumax of South Carolina in Berkeley
County.
*Loved seeing the world and flying C124s and C141s in his 21+ years in the U.S. Air
Force where he served as Master Sergeant and became a Flight Examiner Flight
Engineer.
*Loved all types of fishing especially salt water fishing! He earned a U.S. Coast Guard
license to operate or navigate passenger carrying vessels but mostly fished for fun on his
boat.
*Travelling long distances on his Goldwing motorcycles. He rode his Goldwings with his
wife and often with his good friend Paul Chicky to all 48 states and most of Canada
including Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland.

*Enjoyed playing golf with friends
*Was a prolific and fast reader. He read many types of books but especially enjoyed books
that were based on true life or events. He also enjoyed Readers Digest and the Wall
Street Journal.
In lieu of flowers or gifts, please send donations to Hospice.
https://www.givedirect.org/donate/?cid=691

Events
JUN
12

Celebration Of Life

01:00PM - 03:00PM

Westville Funeral Home
6010 White Horse Road, Greenville, SC, US, 29611

Comments

“

I will always fondly remember stories of the great motorcycle Iron Butt adventures
and the great love Tee had for my sister, Susan. Thank you Tee for your 21 years of
service in the U.S. AirForce and for having an impact on so many of us with your
tenacity, strength and free spirit!

Wendy Kane - June 12, 2020 at 12:49 PM

“

Some of the best times of my life have been riding motorcycles with Tee all over the
United States, Nova Scotia, and New Foundland........we always had a major ride
planned each year, and the adventures were incredible. Tee was the easiest person
to get along with....he didn't care where we stayed at night, where we ate, or even
where we rode to....the motto was "ride, eat, sleep, repeat." He was the best friend
anyone could ask for.....he is credited for making me laugh the hardest I ever have in
my entire life, and I really can't (or shouldn't) repeat the story here, but he had a
incredible wit and sense of humor and could get me to crack up faster than anybody
else. My thoughts right now to Tee if I could see him would be "keep the rubber side
down, and I'll be seeing you again.....we're gonna ride again!" Paul Chicky

Paul Chicky - June 11, 2020 at 05:26 PM

“

When I think of Tee, I think of the IBA and how he used some of the IBA tips in his
everyday life:
IBA Long-Distance Riding Tips (excerpt):
- Know your limits and plan…around them.
- Prepare your motorcycle before the trip.
- Pack wisely; keep supplies handy.
- Be ready before you leave, don't waste time shopping on the road.
- Learn how to avoid boredom.
- Learn to Stop to go Faster.
- Know when to stop!
- Maintain a good mental attitude.
- Put on your rain suit before it rains!
- Get gas before you need it.
- Never ride faster than you can stop.
- Eliminate all distractions/irritants.
Travel well on your continued journey

David Robbins - June 07, 2020 at 01:54 PM

“

My memory of the first time I met Tee is that he and Susan were passing through -probably on the way to an adventure! -- and we met for lunch at a diner. The first
words out of his mouth were "I sure do love your sister." They had so many
wonderful adventures together!

Elizabeth Robbins - June 03, 2020 at 01:19 PM

