Nancy Rao Lewis
September 3, 1932 - September 8, 2019

Greenville, S.C. - Nancy Rao Lewis, 87, widow of William H. Lewis, lost her battle with
Alzheimer's disease on September 8, 2019.
She is survived by her children Kathryn Justice (Charles), Nancy Gladden, Dr. William
Lewis (Beth), Nina Lewis-Guza, her sister Catherine Tallaksen, and nine grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her daughter Sylvia Lewis, sister Maria Mecca, and brother
Anthony Rao.
Born in Scranton, PA, Nancy was the oldest child of Antonio and Rose Piserchio Rao. She
graduated from West Scranton High School and attended Marywood University. She
retired from Furman University where she served for twenty-three years as a library
assistant. Helping young students was her greatest joy. After retirement, she volunteered
at Stone Academy, and Furman's Cherrydale Alumni House.
In keeping with Nancy's wishes there will be no funeral. Those who wish to celebrate her
life may make a donation to the Alzheimer's Association, 123 W. Antrim Drive, Greenville,
S.C. 29607.

Comments

“

Every Wednesday for almost ten years Mrs.Lewis was faithful to arrive on time at my
classroom door. She always had that sweet smile on her face and was ready to work
with my at-risk readers. She helped them fill up their reading logs so that they could
get stickers on Fridays just like the other kids. Mrs.Lewis knew how much the kids
cherished the time they spent with her, and she took her volunteer position very
seriously. She touched so many lives with her love and care.
Over the years we became friends. Of all the things we talked about her favorite by
far was her kids and grandchildren. Boy, was she very proud of all of them.
I will forever cherish my memories of Mrs.Lewis.

Susan Whitmire - September 11 at 07:58 PM

“

Thank you, Ms. Whitmire. My family appreciates your kind words regarding our mother.
Sincerely,
KR Justice
Kathryn Justice - September 11 at 09:02 PM

“

Mama Lew, you taught me so much. You showed me how to organize a library with a
gargantuan summer move of the third floor to the second floor. You taught me
patience. You taught me how to scope-out the right girls. You taught me how to be a
better young man. You were my rock, in a turbulent time in my life. Thank you, Mama
Lew, for teaching me how to live well. I miss you.

John McKinstry - September 11 at 02:09 AM

“

Thank you, Mr. McKinstry. My family family appreciates your kind words regarding my
mother. We're glad she could be there for you when you needed her.
Sincerely,
KR Justice
Kathryn Justice - September 11 at 09:11 PM

